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New Zealand Ploughing Championships

Rural News Horse Ploughing Championship

Award: Winner: Points:
Silver medallion Stubble John Booth & Jim Earl 149.5
Gold Medallion Stubble John & Sharon Chvnoweth 200
Silver medallion Grass John Booth & Jim Earl 163.5
Gold Medallion Grass John & Sharon Chvnoweth 194

2n¢ place prize money John Booth & Jim Earl 313

1" Place prize money, Rural News Horse trophy John & Sharon Chynoweth 394

Vern Bishell trophy — best presented horse team John and Sharon Chynoweth

Results Kirwee 18t" and 19t" July 2020
Norwood New Holland Vintage Ploughing Championship

Award: Winner: Points:
Silver Medallion Stubble Colin Boon 174
Gold Medallion Stubble Murray Grainger 199.5
Silver Medallion Grass Colin Boon 192
Gold Medallion Grass Murray Grainger 204.5
3r¢ place prize money, Alistair Chambers 332.5
2n¢ place prize money, Colin Boon 366
1" place, prize money, Jordan family trophy Murray Grainger 404
First time competitor badges Colin Boon, Alistair Chambers
Wiganwood Trophy — Donated by J Thornton- best Alistair Chambers

presented tractor, equipment and contestant

Royal Agricultural Society Framed Medals

For excellence in agriculture
John and Sharon Chynoweth lan Woolley

Murray Grainger Malcolm Taylor




Award: Winner: Points:
Silver medallion Stubble Bob Mehrtens 186.5
Gold Medallion Stubble Malcolm Taylor 195
Silver medallion Grass Bob Mehrtens 210.5
Gold Medallion Grass Malcolm Taylor 212.5
3" place Prize money, Ashley Seaton 387.5
2n9 place prize money, Ford trophy Bob Mehrtens 397
1St Place prize money, Reversible trophy (donated by  Malcolm Taylor 407.5
G and S Gifford)

Award: Winner: Points:
Bronze medallion Stubble Simon Reed 13
Silver medallion Stubble Scott McKenzie 1885
Gold Medallion Stubble lan Woolley 2005
Bronze medallion Grass Mark Dillon 178.5
Silver medallion Grass Simon Reed 1905
Gold Medallion Grass lan Woolley 194.5
3" place prize money, Magson trophy Mark Dillon 3585
2 place prize money, Case IH trophy Simon Reed 373.5
1" Place prize money, Silver plough trophy lan Woolley 3o
e e e
John Guy

Fairhall Trophy — highest placed competitor, not previously placed in the top 5, up
to and including the New Zealand Ploughing Championships. This trophy can only be
won once. It covers both Farmlands Fuel Reversible and Gulf Oil Silver Plough
Conventional on a percentage points basis.

WG Miller and Miller family trophy — highest placed competitor 35 years of age Warwick Seaton
and under, as at the 1st of January 2020. This trophy covers both Farmlands Fuel
Reversible and Gulf Oil Silver Plough Conventional on a percentage points basis




NZPA — Executive News

75" World Ploughing Contest 2028 Site in New Zealand- Over lockdown a subcommittee held several Zoom
meetings to discuss the Expression of Interest. There were 33 factors that were discussed. The subcommittee
ranked the factors from 1-5 before coming to a decision.

It was decided to recommend to the executive that Lake Hawea was the preferred site for the 2028 World Ploughing
Contest.

The executive accepted the subcommittee’s recommendation that Lake Hawea be the preferred site and thanked all
other Expressions of Interest.

Container- a 40 ft container has been donated by an anonymous donor to the NZPA to be used by the
ploughmen travelling overseas. It may be available for hire by NZPA plough persons if not in use for overseas
competitors.

The New Zealand Ploughing Association are very lucky to have Kathryn Sheat send out emails to people from
our contestants overseas, and any other important announcements from the NZPA eg the notice about
cancelling the Takapau New Zealand Ploughing Championships. However, many of these emails are now no
longer valid. If you would like to receive this information and are not, please send your email address to
Sarah McCully and she will add you to the list: sjajmc@farmside.co.nz

Takapau New Zealand Ploughing Championships 2020

On behalf of the Takapau Ploughing 2020 committee we
would like to Thank the Executive, Willy & Noeline,
Colin Millar, lan Robb & lan McSporran for their time,
work & support to organize The Takapau NZ
Championships. Thank you, Campbell, for your
experience & guidance and Brian our President, we made
a good working team.

I would also like to Thank Waikato, Manawatu & Wairarapa
ploughing Club members for their offers of help over match
time.

We raised enough sponsorship money to cover our costs & the
gate takings would have been profit BUT Coronavirus got in the
way & we had to cancel.

When offering to refund costs to the ploughmen, Officials
& supporters, | was overwhelmed by so many of the
ploughing family who left their money in, enabling us to
return All our Sponsors money, pay our accounts and have
some money left for NZPA and our Club to share.

Would the few of you who have NOT banked their cheques
please do so as | would like to close this account end of July.

Any questions contact Helen McSporran. Email ianhelenmac@xtra.co.nz

Photo is of President Brian Kirk presenting $1,000.00 Cheque to NZPA President Willy Willetts at the North Island Ploughing
Conference on Sat. 27t" June.




Obituaries
Collie Hurst, Helen Bennie, Alex Furniss, Allan Blair, Pat Dugan, Mait Horrell, Patricia Munro (Paul Murphy’s sister)
Ailish Tracey (wife of Eamonn).

Collie Hurst

With the passing of Collie Hurst the ploughing fraternity has lost the last surviving member of the original
NZPA Executive which was formed in 1956. Collie served on the Executive between 1956 & 1975 and was
President in 1962. In 1975 Collie was Manager for David Brown at the World Ploughing Contest in Canada.
For many years before joining the Executive, Collie was a member & Secretary of The Papakaio Ploughing
Association. This Association went into recess & combined with the Waimate Ploughing Association to
form the present Waitaki PMA. Collie continued his interest in all ploughing matters.

Collie was awarded Honorary Life Membership of the NZPA in 1984.

ALLAN HARROP BLAIR 1929 - 2020
The Taieri Ploughing Match Assn acknowledges the passing
of a longtime committee member, judge, and ploughman
Allan first ploughed in the 1948 Taieri Ploughing Match,
about a year after leaving high school. This was the first
TPMA match to be held after WW2. He always ploughed
with his favorite 3 furrow plough and ploughed in the 3
furrow class till about 1970.
When the Silver Plough Contest was created around 1956,
Allan lost no time in moving into that class. He qualified for
the NZ finals 4 times from 1957 Lincoln, 1958 Invercargill,
Hastings 1959, Timaru 1960. After that he went back to the
3 furrow class.

After around 1970, Allan moved more towards judging at local matches and NZ finals until approx 2000.

Allan was made Honorary Life member of TPMA in 2013.

The wider Blair family were strong supporters of ploughing, with 2 NZ finals and the 1994 World Ploughing

Contest being held on their Abbotsford Farm, as well as some local matches. The 1994 Cairn of Peace sits

firmly at the gateway into the Blair Family Abbotsford Farm.

Allan was a noted Border Leicester breeder, entering sheep in A&P shows around the South Island. He

served on the Border Leicesters Breeders Committee from 1983 -2007.

Allan served on both the Taieri A&P Society and Otago A&P Society, becoming President of both societies

at different times. He was life member of both societies, life member of Royal Agricultural Society, and also

awarded the RAS Gold Medal for national service

He was also charter member and past President of Taieri Lions.

Allan and Cecily moved into Taieri Court rest home in 2016. Cecily passed away two years ago.

Neil Gamble, Taieri Ploughing Match Assn




Alex Furniss 18 May 1944 — 11 April 2020

Alex passed away peacefully at home in Masterton on 11 April this year after being
diagnosed with a terminal illness 18 months earlier. He coped with his illness
without fuss and if anyone asked him how he was, his pet phrase was ‘I’m just
chugging along’.
He was a husband, father, grandfather, a farmer and a community man (Lions,
school committees etc). He was also a JP but retired last year because of his health.
Apart from his family, his greatest enjoyment came from being involved in the
ploughing family and in ploughing competitions as a judge and on the NZPA
executive. His first wife Pam was also very involved in various roles on the
Executive and at competitions.
Alex was a no fuss person. He would see a job that needed doing and he would do
it —without fanfare. I believe he earned the respect of everyone who knew him, with
his quiet and capable ways.
I am grateful to have met Alex, proud to have become his second wife, and to have become part of the
ploughing family.
We sent Alex off with this message.
May the skies always be blue.
May your plough always be sharp
and your furrow straight.
Until we meet again
you will always be in our hearts.

Rest in peace Alex. Christine Furniss

Plotting a view at Hinds ploughing match 13" June 2020

It’s Saturday. The sun is shining, No wind on this winter’s day in Hinds.

So many things | could be doing, but here I sit, watching men (well, one man in particular) drive up and
down in straight lines in their tractors, turning the soil.

It’s ploughing Competition time; where men and their tractors compete to plow their best ever plot. Rivals
on the fields, Best of mates afterwards. Vintage, Conventional, Reversible, and even horses strut their
stuff.

Men of wisdom, given the name of judges, up and down they walk, picking a number between one and ten,
the eventual points given to a competitor.

A fresh smell of turned over soil fills the air. There is an excitement of watching skillful ploughman
attempting to be straight, turning the furrows over precisely and when they don’t “bugger “- the frustration

The finish, closing split done — Straight - Yes - No!!

Can’t change it now. It will be what it will be. Judges have the last say

Why would | have spent my day anywhere else? Let me think!

Siting in the sun, no housework here, catching up with friends, yarns told, fun had, Priceless!!!!
Another great ploughing day done and dusted.

Jenny Woolley




PLOUGHING MATCH REPORTS

East Otago Vintage
East Otago Vintage Assn. Annual Match was held at Sheat’s property Old Main Road Bushey on Sunday 8th. March
2020
The weather was overcast with some light rain towards the end of the ploughing.
Ground conditions were a bit average but all handled it well.

Many thanks to the Judges, Points compilers and Ladies for food and help.

Gulf Oil Silver Plough & Farmland’s Rural News Vintage & Classic Class
Fuel Reversible )

1st James Burnby 68.57% Q 15t Murray Grainger  56.54%

2nd Scott Mckenzie 67 58% 2"d- Graham Anderson 50.58%

3rd Bob Mehrtens 67.50% 5ra. Colin Hitchcock 37.31%

Special Prizes:

Best Feering Scott McKenzie
Best Finish James Burnby
Champion Ploughman James Burnby
Methven

Methven Ploughing Association held their match on 7 June 202 on the property of Murray and Gemma Redmond, Mt
Hutt Station Road. Being the first match to proceed since Covid lockdown a smaller field than normal competed in 4
classes. Saturday 6" was to be the match day but a wintery blast delayed the match until the next day. The top was
greasy after an early frost but a Norwest dried the soil as the day went on. Thanks to Murray and Gemma for the use
of the land, the judges and the committee for making it happen.

Conventional/Reversible:

1 Bob Mehrtens (Qualified) 192 pts 68.75%

2nd lan Woolley 178 pts 68.46%

3 Robert Casey  142pts 54.62%

4t Matt Ridge 113 43.46%

Vintage Qualifying:

R Weavers (Qualified) 165 pts 63.46%

C Boon 137 52.69%

P Watson 134 51.54%

A Chambers 116 44.62

Open:

E Barnes 135pts 51.92%

J Stalker 134.5 51.72

L Parnham 123 47.31

B Graham 113 43.46 Robert Casey
Horses:

Jand S Chynoweth (Qualified) 171 pts 65.77%
J Booth and J Earl 99 38.08

Report completed by Sandy Redmond




Hinds

Hinds YFC held their match on 13" June 2020 on the property of lan and Christine Low, Hinds. Ground conditions
were ideal. A large field of competitors turned out on a lovely winter’s day. Thanks to the landowners, judges,

volunteers and points compilers.

Conventional/Reversible:

lan Woolley 175.5pts 67.5%
Jeff Cridge (Qualified) 151 58.07
Bob Mehrtens 160.5 57.32
Vintage Qualifying:

1 P Watson (Qualified)

2 R Weavers

3 C Boon
Timaru

Vintage Open

1 C Begg
2 L Parnham
3 R Smith
Horses:
1 Jand S Chynoweth
2 J Booth

Report completed by Bruce Redmond

Timaru Ploughing Association held their qualifying match on the 20™ June 2020 in conjunction with the Waitaki
Ploughing Association on the property of Raymond Bowan, Farm Road, Orari. The Timaru and Waitaki PMA’s
combined with Geraldine Vintage Machinery Club to hold this match which worked well. There were 25 competitors
contesting the five classes: horse, conventional, reversible, vintage qualifying and vintage opening. We were in a
sprayed off grass paddock which ploughed well. Huge thanks to Raymond Bowan for the use of the paddock, judges

and stewards.

Ashley Seaton qualified from Timaru
Warwick Seaton qualified from Waitaki
Conventional results:

1 Warwick Seaton 167pts 64.23%
2 Ken Readman 156pts 60.00%
3 Simon Reed 153pts 58.85%
Reversible Results:

1 Bob Mehrtens 195pts 69.64%

2 Ashley Seaton 182pts 65.00%

3 James Burnby 156.5 58.89%
Taieri

Taieri PMA 2020 match report from Neil Gamble

The 2020 Taieri PMA match was held on Sat 27
June 2020 at Barrie Allison’s property at Milton in
conjunction with Milton PMA’s match in the same
paddock the next day.

The main reason for holding both matches at the
same place was the unavailability of land on the
Taieri. Possibly tying the two matches together
might be an advantage for ploughmen as they don’t
have to load up and move each day, also with

Vintage:
1 John Stalker ~ 80.50pts 61.92%
2 Pearce Watson 78.00pts 60.00%
3 Colin Boon 72.50pts 55.77%
Horses

1 John and Sharon Chynoweth

2 John Booth

Report by Owen Horsnell

John Booth

committee members getting thinner on the ground these days, it makes life easier on mark-out days.
The stubble paddock ploughed well on a bright sunny day although not tropical temperatures. There were 14
competitors at the match, mostly Otago/Southland people, farthest competitor would be John Booth, and his




Dayboo draft horse team from Canterbury. The team’s ploughing is improving rapidly and becoming a force
to be reckoned with.

Results

Qualifying (Conventional/Reversable)

1/ Mark Dillon 69.81, 2/ Scott McKenzie 69.23, 3/ Hayden Allison 66.92.

Vintage

1/ Alistair Rutherford 61.35, 2/ Murray Grainger 56.35 3/ John Wild 52.88.

Classic

1/ Owen Anderson 46.35, 2/ lan Bulling 45.38, 3/ Colin Hitchcock 37.88.

Horses

1/ John Booth 44.42

Champion Ploughman — M Dillon, Best Feering — A Rutherford, Best Finish — S McKenzie,
Oldest ploughman- A Rutherford, Youngest ploughman- H Baird, Tidiest Outfit- S McKenzie

Rakaia

The Rakaia Ploughing Match Association held their match on the 4™ of July at Hayton brothers, Rakaia in an excellent
young grass paddock. There was a reduced number of competitors as the original match was cancelled due to rain: 4
silver plough, 1 horse, 10 vintages.

Silver Plough results: Vintage Qualifying:
1 S Reed 187points (qualified) 1 C Boon 166.5pts
2 W Seaton 168.5 points 2 P Watson 160pts
3 M Ridge 167.5 points 3 J Stalker 156 pts
Horse results: Vintage open:
1Jand S Chynoweth 181 points 1 C Begg 130.5 pts
2 B Graham 130.5 pts (count back)
3 D Allan 94.5
Report completed by John Davison
Lincoln
Lincoln Ploughing Association Match Report.
Conventional and Reversible Open Plain Ploughing
Points Percentage Points
1%t Warwick Seaton 193.5 74.5 1%t John Stalker 88
2" Bob Mehrtens 202 72.1 2" Pearce Watson 86
3" Ashley Seaton 1935 69.1 3 Lyle Parnham  78.5
Horses Points
1%t John and Sharon Chynoweth 74.5
2" John Booth 41

Adam Mehrtens qualified. Best district ploughman was John Stalker and also Best Ploughed Plot on the ground.
John Booth best turned out horse team.

Comments: Ground conditions were good after the rain a couple of days earlier. We had 18 competitors with
two silver plough conventional competing to qualify, four conventional plough, three reversible, nine open plain
ploughing and two horse teams. The paddock was used for trial plots of barley and wheat and freshly grazed.
Win Ash began vintage ploughing at Lincoln in 1980 after the World Final and is still ploughing at Lincoln 40
years later.

Thanks to judges, stewards, sponsors and PGG Wrightson Seed for the paddock.

Judith Smith
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Congratulations

What a pleasure to read the Queen’s Birthday Honors list and see Noel John Henry Sheat
MNZM, congratulations and what a well- deserved award and may Noel enjoy wearing his
Badge with pride

High regards Willy
I think we would all be behind Willy’s comments, being accepted as a Member of New Zealand
Order of Merit is recognition for countless hours of volunteering Noel have given to our sport of

ploughing.
Thankyou Noel.

Wanted -Plough

Wanted a Kverneland two furrow conventional plough. Anything
considered.

Please contact Matt Ridge

mattridge.contracting@gmail.com or ph 027 333 6843

Future World Ploughing Venues and Dates

67" Russia 19™-20™ June 2021
68" Republic of Ireland 17"-18" Sept 2021
69" Estonia 56" Aug 2022

New Zealand Ploughing Final
10" and 11" of April 2021
Riversdale
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Chynoweth is of Cornish origin (England) and means “new house”.

I spent my early years at Pukeroro, halfway between Hamilton and
Cambridge and grew up on my parents’ stud Friesan farm. At
secondary school | excelled at athletics and represented New
Zealand secondary schools at hurdling. After attending Lincoln
College, I spent 2 years as a Farm Advisor and 3 years share
milking at Taupiri and Gordonton. With my late wife Liz, |
purchased a farm near Longbeach Mid Canterbury and farmed there
for 21years and also leased a part of Longbeach Estate. We cropped
385ha. ploughing the majority every year. Then came a shift south
to Waimate and then Enfield and Kakanui in North Otago.

Sharon grew up in South Otago and has always had a love for
horses. From an early age Sharon excelled at barrel racing, A&P
shows, one day events, Western riding and Dressage. She is a very
accomplished sewing machinist and was the foreman in a sewing
factory until the change in economics brought about the demise of
the industry. She then farmed and trained horses near Owaka.

After the loss of both our partners, we met while | was South Island

Club Captain for the Vintage Car Club. We have travelled extensively throughout New Zealand in cars
which we have restored (1918 Buick, 1927 Buick and 1924 Summit). All mechanical work including white
metalling, gearbox and diff overhauls, painting, upholstering and hood making etc has been carried out by
ourselves.

After Sharon purchased a Clydesdale colt, | suggested that | would be interested in match ploughing with the
horses. Then came the search for more horses and a plough. The ground was that hard in North Otago that |
couldn’t get the 3 wheeler single furrow plough in the ground, and that’s how we ended up with the long
handle plough as it went in. After some help from Bob Allan we were ready to attend our first match at
Hinds in 2015, and ploughed at our first final at Rongotea (2016) representing Otago. We shifted to Oxford
in 2017.

John Chynoweth

Thank You

Special thank you to Shirley and Graham Gifford for their generous donation to NZ Ploughing.
We also would like to thank the anonymous donor for the container for NZ ploughing use.
Thank you to Kathryn Sheat for coordinating information to NZ ploughing family.

Thank you to Geordie, Lexie and Andrew McCully for your help during the NZ final.
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Anzac biscuits

1 Y cup rolled oats

1 % cup plain flour

1 ¥4 cup desiccated coconut
lcup caster sugar

150 g butter chopped

2 tbsp golden syrup

1 tsp van essence

1 ¥4 tsp bicarbonate of soda
2 tbsp boiling water

Place oats, flour, coconut and sugar in a large bowl, stir to combine.

Stir butter, syrup and vanilla in a small saucepan over a low heat till melted. Dissolve the
soda in boiling water. Stir into the butter mix. Pour butter mix over oat mix and stir till well
mixed. Roll a spoon full of mix into a ball and slightly flatten on a tray lined with baking
paper. Cook in a moderately slow oven for about 15-20 mins till golden brown. Stand for 10

mins to cool on tray.

Things | learnt with Age

| learned that our dog doesn’t want to eat my broccoli either at Age 7

| learnt that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, the

needs of others, meeting new people and doing the best you can,

happiness will find you at Age 65

NZPA executive meeting
2" and 3" November 2020
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Deadline for December
Newsletter;
20" November, 2020
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