
 

 

                    
               Bob Mehrtens 1st Farmlands Fuel Reversible  Ian Woolley 1st Gulf Oil Conventional 
             Andrew Gowers Representing Farmlands Fuel  Andrew Gowers  Representing Gulf Oil 
 

                     
            Alistair Rutherford 1st Agricentre South Vintage           Casey Rae – Sean Leslie 1st Rural News Horse Plough 
             Keith Pirie Representing Agricentre South Ltd                       Ian Robb Representing Rural News 
 

Congratulations to all competitors and especially to the place getters in each event 
Special thanks to the sponsors, without the sponsors the championships would not be the same 

 

 
 

 
 

May 2018 

Editor: colin@millarz.co.nz 

 

If it is ploughing news, the editor 
would like to hear about it.  
Photos and stories are appreciated. 
Editor:- colin@millarz.co.nz 

Please remember the items in the newsletter 
are submitted by volunteers and to the best 
of the editors knowledge, the information is 
correct at the time of printing. 
 



 

 

NZPA Major Sponsors:- 

 
Quality Endurance Passion 

Sponsors of the “Gulf Oil Silver Plough” Championship 

 
Sponsors of the “Farmlands Fuel Reversible Plough” Championships         

 

 
Sponsors of the “New Holland Agriculture Vintage Plough” Championship 

 
 
 
 

Sponsors of the “Rural News Horse Plough” Championship 
 

NZPA Associate Sponsors:- 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

    
 
 

           

          
The NZPA Executive requests you support the above sponsors  

Jordan Family 

The Tractorman 

https://www.dunstan.co.nz/
http://www.worldtravellers.co.nz/


 

 

75th WORLD PLOUGHING CONTEST 2028 
The NZPA Executive is currently requesting applications to host the 75th World Ploughing Contest in 
2028, some important information is as follows: 
33 WPO affiliates could attend with up to 2 competitors from each affiliate 
Official teams could include 2 competitors, 1 coach, 1 judge (132 Officials + Partners) 
Additional visitors could number up to 300 
Host organisation is to provide:-  

Accommodation and meals at no cost to the official team members 
Accommodation and meals are at a cost to all visitors 
Transport to and from main airport for officials and visitors on start and end dates of contest 
Ideally accommodation rooms should include own toilet, washbasin and shower 

  There are many other responsibilities to be discussed once a host organisation is formed 
Land Area required 
 Competition 

20 ha Official Stubble 
  20 ha Official Grassland 
 Official Practice 
  10 ha Official Practice Stubble 
  10 ha Official Practice Grassland 
 Pre-Practice (Optional) 
  10 ha Un-Official Pre-Practice Stubble 
  10 ha Un-Official Pre-Practice Grassland 
The overall land required will depend on contours and layout along with the New Zealand National 
Championship requirements. 
A NZPA sub-committee will be formed to inspect prospective sites 
Further information can be obtained from executive members 
 
NZPA EXECUTIVE INFORMATION 
2018 Officers New Zealand Ploughing Association 
President    Bruce Redmond Rakaia   03 3028775 
Vice President  Willy Willetts  Hamilton  021 924093 
Deputy Vice President John Thornton  Momona  03 4862717 
Treasurer   Noel Sheat  Palmerston  027 2016821 
General Secretary  Sarah McCully  Timaru   021 0308202 
WPO Representative Colin Millar  Rotorua  022 6954346 
Vintage Convenor  Alistair Rutherford Gore   027 6843146 
Horse Convenor  Ian Robb  Papakura  0275 711232 
    Alex Furniss  Masterton  0272 466575 
    Alan Gifford  Blenheim  0272 262379 
    Paul Murphy  Darfield  0274 399713 
    Norm Styles  Pleasant Point  0274 411694 
    James Burnby  Clinton   027 8607775 

 

Future New Zealand Ploughing Championships 
2019 New Zealand Championships Rakaia PMA   11th 12th May 2019 
2020 New Zealand Championships Takapau PMA    4th 5th April 2020 

2021 New Zealand Championships  Applications are requested 
 

A very special thank you, goes to the members of the Thornbury Vintage Tractor 
and Implement Club for organising and hosting the 63rd New Zealand Ploughing 
Championships.  

It was an amazing event, enjoyed by everyone that attended. 

Does anyone know who the following trophy belongs 
too:- 

Allis Chambers Cup 
Presented by Levin and Co Ltd 
Best strikeout all classes 

Please contact Barbara Wilson 
Email:   adbewilson@farmside.co.nz  
    Email:   adbewilson@farmside.co.nz 
 

mailto:adbewilson@farmside.co.nz
mailto:adbewilson@farmside.co.nz


 

 

   

Judges lunch time     Bruce Redmond - Paul Eaton 
 

   

    Mark Dillon - Angela Taylor     Nigel Woodhead and advisors 
 

 

Horse and Plough sculpture made from driftwood 



 

 

 

 
NZPA Facebook and Website 

The NZPA Facebook and Website are being regularly updated with scheduled events 
along with the newsletters which are now being listed.  



 

 

  
 

   
Photos courtesy of The Weekly News July 1957 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 RULE BOOK 
The new 2018 Rule Book is now available from your Executive member. 
The 2018 Rule Book covers all four classes of our ploughing championships. There has been 
some rule changes/adjustments, so please make yourself conversant with the 2018 rule book. 

 
Nothing happens to you, it happens for you, look for the positives within the negatives 
Virtually nothing is impossible if you put your mind to it and keep a positive mind 
You never learn things when talking, you learn by asking questions 
Correction does much, but encouragement does more 

The Interislander has a special offer for ploughing 
people travelling to the National Championships. 
Please check with your Executive member for 
further details. Light vehicles can be booked 
online uing FA5627, commercial vehicles must be 
booked by phone 0800 660 670. 

The NZPA Executive requests everyone to support the ploughing sponsors 
where ever possible, it is through the sponsor’s generosity, that ploughing 
continues to thrive throughout New Zealand. 
Thank you to all of the sponsors, big and small, we appreciate your support. 

 



 
 

 
 

Reference A.H.E McDonald. Harness and Horse Drawn Implements 
 



 
              FOR SALE 
Two “new” no8 steel Kverneland  
mouldboards, plus frogs and shears.   
All offers considered 
Contact Graham Gifford   0210587216 
  

DEPTH MEASURING STICKS 
Anyone or associations, interested in 
purchasing one/more new depth measuring 
sticks, please phone 0276414367, or email; 
davidpaterson69@hotmail.com   

 

PLOUGHING EVENTS 2018 
Franklin VMC  November Ian Robb     0275711232 
Reporoa/Rotorua PMA 29th Sept Horse, Vintage, Con-Rev Alan Wills  0272818626 
Takapau PMA  6th Oct   Brian Kirk kirkgroundspread@xtra.co.nz  0274347531  
Wairarapa PMA  7th Oct  Non qualifying Barbara Wilson  06 3797403 
Manawatu PMA  8th Oct  Paul Henson santohi@xtra.co.nz  0274466275 
Waikato PMA  November Vintage/Horse qualifying John Guy  0274728374 
Manawatu VMC  March  Non Qualifying Rex Anderson   06 3571858 
Marlborough PMA  2nd 3rd June Allan Gifford allan.gifford@farmlands.co.nz 0272262379 
Courtenay/Paparua.PMA      5th May    Jeff Cridge. helenaandjeff@xtra.co.nz  0276537969 
West Melton YFC   6th May.    Jeff Cridge. helenaandjeff@xtra.co.nz  0276537969 
Nth Canterbury PMA        19th May  Merv Armstrong     03 3126716 
Oxford WMC   20th May       Geoff Townsend  geetee38@gmail.com 03 3123112 
Lincoln PMA   26th May Judith Smith  snakegully413@gmail.com  03 3252744 
Waitaki PMA  7th April  Bob Mehrtens  Reversible 72.67 % 
Timaru PMA   3rd June Bob      0274326080 
Geraldine Vintage  4th June Donald      03 3036433  
Hinds    9th June Neil Ross     03 3026055 
Mid Canterbury VMC  10th June  Peter Butterick    03 3023843 
Methven    16th June  Diane Weavers dianneweavers@xtra.co.nz 03 6938860 
Rakaia PMA   17th June  John Davison julieandjohndavison@gmail.com 033494232 

Rakaia PMA is the Canterbury Vintage – Horse Plough Off event 
East Otago VMC    Noel Sheat     03 4651224 
Waimea Plains PMA 4th August Alistair Rutherford    027 6843146 
Waimea Plains TMC 5th August Alistair Rutherford    027 6843146 
Taieri    13th May Murray Grainger    0272389718 
Tokomairiro   12th May Hayden Allison    0273048468 
Thornbury VTIC  19th May  
Middlemarch   21st October 
Central Southland VMC 20th May 
South Otago   November 
Edendale   13th October 
 
 NZPA ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
It was confirmed at the recent AGM, the NZPA will implement an annual subscription system for all 
interested people to become members of the New Zealand Ploughing Organisation Inc. as follows:- 

Annual cost $30.00 
Date due 1st January 2019 

Life members that have been accepted over the last 3 years will receive a pro-rata exemption 
Honorary Life members will be excused from the annual subscription 
Existing Life members will receive an application form, please complete and return to the address advised 
Affiliates will also receive an application form; they are requested to complete one for each of their members 
 

NZPA – YFC Invitation 
The Executive thank Nigel Woodhouse for participating at the recent New Zealand Championships, we also 
thank Keith Pirie from Agricentre South Ltd for providing and sponsoring the New Holland tractor used by 
Nigel. We also acknowledge the commitment of Nigel’s coaches, Hayden Allison and Grahame Miller. 
The NZPA thank David Patterson for providing a depth stick for Nigel to use. Well done by you all. 
 

RAVENSDOWN CONVENTIONAL PLOUGH 
The Ravensdown 2 furrow Kverneland conventional 
plough is available to those who wish to use it. The plough 
is available to encourage and develop the skills in 
ploughing. 
The plough is suitably equipped for competition ploughing. 
Contact Paul Murphy 0274399713 

mailto:davidpaterson69@hotmail.com
mailto:kirkgroundspread@xtra.co.nz
mailto:santohi@xtra.co.nz
mailto:allan.gifford@farmlands.co.nz
mailto:geetee38@gmail.com
mailto:snakegully413@gmail.com
mailto:dianneweavers@xtra.co.nz
mailto:julieandjohndavison@gmail.com


 

 

Waitaki Ploughing Association – 2018 Match Report 
The Waitaki Ploughing Association held their match on Saturday 7th April 2018, on the property of Nic Ruddenklau at 
Waihao Back Road, Waimate.  
Ground conditions “perfect for ploughing.” There were 26 competitors, two from the North Island, the rest from 
Christchurch down to the south, plus three horse teams. After early morning rain the day turned out to be a hot sunny 
day. Had quite a few of the public visit, mostly interested in horses.  
Thanks to: the land owners and the sponsors of the prizes and raffle, stewards and judges.  
 

Results for: Gulf Oil Silver Plough/ Farmlands Fuel Reversible 
 Name                                                           Points  Percentage  
1st  Bob Mehrtens 203.5 72.67% 
2nd  Scott McKenzie 186.5 71.73% 
3rd  Ashley Seaton 192.5 68.75% 
4th  Hayden Allison 148 56.92% 

 
Results for:  New Holland Agriculture  Vintage Plough 
 Name  Points  Percentage  
1st  Gordon Carter  109  
2nd  Peter Mehrtens  94  
3rd  Ian McSporran 83  

 
Results for: Rural News Horse Plough 
 Name  Points  Percentage  
1st  Sean Leslie 115  
2nd  Erin Cassie 79  
3rd  Colin Drummond 62  

 
Results for: Local Vintage  
Single Furrow Name Points Percentage 
1st  Keith Holland  85  
2nd  Graeme Smith 81  
Two Furrows    
1st  Jim Smith 75  
2nd  K Nelson 73  

 
Special Prizes: 
Novice Ploughman- Alister Boyce 
Youngest Ploughman- Brodie Wilson 
Land Owners- Ruddenklaus were given something for allowing us the use of their paddock and loading bay. 

Report completed by: Lynda Holland 

   

     New Zealand Team Members, Germany 2018  Sponsors of the Gulf Oil Silver Plough 



 

 

 

 

The N
ew

 Zealand Ploughing 
A

ssociation Inc w
ishes to 

acknow
ledge the recent very 

generous donation of $2000.00 by 
G

raham
 and Shirley G

ifford, 
B

lenheim
; this w

ill be used to 
prom

ote ploughing throughout N
ew

 
Zealand. 
Thank you G

raham
 and Shirley from

 
all ploughing people in N

ew
 Zealand. 

 



 

 

 

So many people worked incredibly 

hard behind the scenes to make 

the NZ Ploughing Championships 

a success.These are just a few of 

them: 

 
The Thornbury Vintage 
Tractor and Implement 
Club. Outstanding in their 
field!! 

Our talented judges: John Hall, Steven Watt, 
Lynda Guy, Alan Wills, Peter Carter, Richard 
Dillon, Alan Wallace, David Paterson, Ronald 
Sheat, Jim Stewart, Michael Robertson, Alistair 
Allison, Peter Butterick, Owen Horsnell, John 
Dickson, Ivan Scobie, Bob Allan, John Smith, 
Neil Gamble, Elvery Hunt and John Watt 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Nancy Allan our timekeeper and light 
operator. Thanks for creating the Church 
Service sheet and Awards Evening 
programme. 

Our runners : Steve 
McDrury and Bill Ward 

 
Shirley Gifford, Sandy Redmond and 
Thelma Sheat who provided baking for 
the NZPA tent for everyone to enjoy. 

The Head Stewards: 
Bruce Chittock, Graham 
Miller, John Stalker. 

 
All the others who came 
from near and far to plot 

steward for us. 

 
Thank you 

Kathryn Gordon 
for circulating 

results. 

The many friendly faces of the NZPA tent. Those who 
helped make hot drinks and keep the pies warm: Sandy 
Redmond, Irene Ward, Noeline Willetts, Lexie, Geordie, 
Lachie and Andrew McCully, Christine Furniss, Jocelyn 
Cresswell. 

 
 

Vicki Millar and Helen McSporran 
our highly efficient points compilers 

 

Nigel Woodhead who accepted the 
challenge on behalf of NZ Young 
Farmers. Hayden Allison and 
Graham Miller for providing him 
with excellent coaching. 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to Jeff 
Cridge for shifting 
the NZPA box 
around 



 

 

  


