
 

 

     
 
 
NEW ZEALAND PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS Thornbury 14

th
 15

th
 April 2018 

The question has been asked, why did Thornbury Vintage Tractor and Implement Club show 
an expression of interest in applying for hosting a N.Z. Final? Standing watching 
proceedings at our first qualifying event a comment was made to Graham Miller something 
like the N.Z.P.A. would cherish the opportunity to have soil like this for an N.Z. Final. An 
introduction was made to the land owner [Andrew Hall] and the result is where we are at 
today. Another reason for a special match was to celebrate 150 years of ploughing matches in 
the area. We are not sure of the timing of this match as the year mentioned in a particular 
publication has proven to be questionable. Further research thinks the year is around 1873 so 
we could be a little early. 
The first club match was held in 1956 [same year as the first N.Z. Final] and a few more over 
the years, but nothing on a regular basis until affiliation to the N.Z.P.A in 2013. Since 
affiliation there has been has been a boost of enthusiasm to the extent that it is not 
uncommon for 25%+ of the entries at matches in the Otago/Southland circuit to be from 
Thornbury Vintage.  
We are very appreciative of the advice and assistance we have received from previous Finals 
Committees of “do’s and don’ts”   
The Club is looking forward to hosting you all in April 2018 and trust you will enjoy our 
southern hospitality. It will be 60 years since the first Southland Final and the winner that 
year was your late Patron, Bob Kingsbury. 
Athole Bennie 
Convenor Ploughing Committee  

  

A positive attitude causes a chain reaction 
of positive thoughts, events and 
outcomes. It is a catalyst and it sparks 
extraordinary results. 
 

If you don't like something, change it. If 
you can't change it, change your attitude. 
 
 



 

 

Accommodation info:- 
 
OTAUTAU:   20 mins. from event site.  
                    Otautau Hotel  Phone 03 2258 166.    
 
WINTON:    30 mins. from event site. 
                   Paramount Motel Phone 03 2367 681. 
                   Commercial Hotel [Top Pub]  Phone 03 2367 769. 
                   Central Southland Lodge [Middle Pub] 03 2368 413. 
 
RIVERTON: 10 mins. from event site 
                   Riverton has a relatively small number of accommodation options available, and these are 
expected to fill up quickly. Should you wish to stay in Riverton, the Te Hikoi Museum and Information 
Centre would be happy to assist you in making arrangements. Please contact manager.tehikoi@xtra.co.nz 
or 03 234 8260 to share your requirements, and they will advise accordingly.  

. 
INVERCARGILL: 30 mins. from anywhere in the city to the event site: Refer to enclosed city map and 
accommodation etc.  
 
FUNCTION VENUES: 
                    Tuesday Ice Breaker evening:  Thornbury Club Rooms. 
                    Thursday Bus Tour:   Departs from Lorneville. 
                    Friday Rededication Service, Plot Draw, Mayoral Reception and Annual Meeting: 

Riverton Union Church and R.S.A. Rooms. 
                    Awards Dinner:    Wallacetown Community Centre. 
 

                    The above times are maximums at 100 k.p.h..     
 
For further information please contact:- 
      Athole Bennie 0274350777   032352827 
         atholeb@farmside.co.nz 
 

      Frazer Pearce 0210385196  032304412 
         pearces.patch@xtra.co.nz 
 

The Thornbury Vintage Tractor and Implement Club is very well organised, with planning 
going extremely well. They are looking forward to providing a well-planned and laid out 
Championship.  
They suggest all visitors and competitors should arrange their accommodation as soon as 
possible as per the above information provided. A registration form will be available soon. 
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